Barsoom history of Migration War and early Empires per Princess Aelita:

By Laura Mumma

Aelita bases her information on oral lore and what her people have learned by deciphering the colored books of the Magatsitls:

At some distant time, there was the City of a Hundred Golden Gates. The founders of the city were the Black Zemze tribe. The Zemze were powerful and tall and could sense the nature and form of things at a distance, just as a magnet senses the presence of another magnet.

The Zemze built walls and pyramids, and subjugated the red-skinned tribes living to the west.

Many centuries later, the red-skins, commanded by their leader Uru, arose and conquered the city. From the Zemze they took the virgins for themselves. They turned the former rulers into servants.

The red-skins of the Uru dynasty expanded their kingdom and built the hundred golden gates around their city. Thus the Cities original name is lost and is only known as City of a Hundred Golden Gates.

Many tribes from the entire world, drawn by greed (commerce) and curiosity, flocked to the city. Among these tribes were the olive-skinned people the Sons of Aam (Greenmen). Clever and cunning, the Sons of Aam mastered the ancient wisdoms, built a subterranean temple dedicated to the Sleeping Black's Head, and eventually overthrew the Uru dynasty.

The Sons of Aam expanded even further the power and influence of the land now known as Taltsetl. They propagated their cult of the Sleeping Head, but its teachings were too complicated for many, who continued to worship their own strange gods. It became apparent that, if the land were to be united, they would need a single, easily understood faith. So the Sons of Aam created the cult of the Sun. The leader of all of Taltsetl and high priest of this new religion was called the Son of the Sun. He was supreme sovereign over all the world. There was no private property--everything belonged to the Sun. Labor was deemed sacred. The idle were put to death. Lasting peace was established. Mankind was forgetting war.

Eventually, the land was again conquered by a yellow tribe called the Uchkurs. They pillaged the cities. It was the downfall of civilization. (The Greenmen would have been slaughtered, enslaved or driven out). Over the years, however, the Uchkurs rebuilt the cities and reintroduced knowledge and learning. Bounty and peace returned.

There then came a split in the philosophy of the land. Two groups formed: the Blacks and the Whites. (This indicates still many race based settlements in the Empire continued). The Blacks believed that there was no way of extracting the seed of evil and said that evil was the sole power engendering existence. The Whites held that evil was outside nature, a deflection of reason from the natural, and they sought a counteragent to combat it.

The struggle between the Whites and Blacks was fierce. When an earthquake struck, the Blacks said that it was the Whites and their rituals which were to blame. The Blacks turned the masses against the Whites and slaughtered them.

The wealthiest citizens of the Black Order, called Magatsitls, or 'the

Ruthless', seized power. They staged drunken orgies of wantonness and excess for the masses. While the masses were thus debauched, the Magatsitls came with firebombs and swords to slay them all. Then, as another great earthquake came to submerge the land of Taltsetl, the Magatsitls got in their ships and took off for Tamu. (Note the earthquake probably prevented the Magatsitls from completing genocide on all the other races).

This emigration and exodus was twenty thousand years ago, Tuma, was populated by a people called the Aols, the Orange Race. Some were hunters, some were fishermen, etc., etc.

One day, one of the tribes of Taltsetl came to Tamu. They descended for forty days and forty nights in bronze, egg like machines that were propelled by a power not fully understood. They were clad in armor and helmets and carried swords. They had come from a continent which sank to the bottom of the ocean Taltsetl.

They entered the towns of the Aols, took what they wanted, and killed those who dared oppose them. They enslaved the Aols, ordering them to go to the plains to dig canals and reservoirs. Some Aols resisted, but the Magatsitls were fierce and wiped out the opposition.

Then the Aols remembered the prophecy of a shepherd who advised them to "Become a shadow to evil". So they went to live in the hills, searching only for the good in themselves and in others.

Many years passed. The Magatsitls did not molest the followers of the shepherd. Then, one day, the Magatsitls send a peace messenger to the Aols. The Magatistls had come to Tamu without women. They now proposed that the Aols give them their virgins. In return, the Magatsitls would permit the Aols to live on the plains again and share in the great building projects underway. The Aols agreed and handed over the virgins.

The Magatsitls and the virgins produced the blue Mountain Tribe. (Black + Orange= Blue?)

New towns rose up. More canals and the 16 great reservoirs were built to collect the water that flowed down from the polar summits during the thaw. They build the great city of Soatsera, using amazing technology.

All the great knowledge of the Magatsitls was written in books in a language known only to them. When the last of them died, the knowledge died with him. Only 20,000 years later did the descendants of the Mountain Tribe learn to decipher the mysterious books of Taltsetl.

What the Princess did not tell us but the Magatsitls Ruins tell us:

The houses and cities around Soatsera and on the way to Soatsera are Magatsitls ruins. The ruins are clearly battle damaged, skeletons of Martians lay forgotten in them, technology and books and treasures untouched, skeletons of numerous wrecked flying-machines indicate a fierce battle took place. Clearly the Magatsitls did not just die out they where slaughtered. Also the worker class of Soatsera seems to despise Magatsitls or Taltsetl knowledge even if they are educated and will throw or destroy such technical books, only the Priest class seems to really value the books.

So it seems the descendants of the Mountain Tribe (Aols Magatsitls mix) really had a war and the Magatsitls and any mixed folks living among them and favored by them where killed. Complete genocide and complete shunning of the Magatsitls ruins probably as being evil resulted… note Soatsera was the city built by the hybrids with Magatsitls help and it is probably they are the one’s who rebelled.

Though this history seems to deviate from Barsoom History it might not, not really... the Zemze are Black and are clearly the 1st advanced civilization in this timeline which is in agreement with the Barsoom books that the First Born, the Black Race was the precursor society, other races come to either live in their territory by choice or via the sword, this also explains why Greenmen speak a common tongue and dress similar to Black and Red Races. In this history the Greenmen even get some

cultural points for starting the Tur Cult, and the Black Sleeping Head Cult, and the first world leader type, their community property customs and harsh survival rules are hinted at as well ... who knew the Greenmen Culture contributed to such aspects of overall Barsoomian Culture. In addition this history indicates that Red and Orange (ie hybrid races already existed) and that the Yellow and White Races extremely ancient already, (probably everyone from the Black, Yellow, White and possibly Green thinks they are the First Born or extra special except the Red Races or Races that know they are mixed).

The area known as Taltsetl appears to have existed prior to the White Civilization becoming dominate. Also there is mention of a Yellow invasion of Taltsetl. The art in the Magatsitls ruins shows Red and Yellow fighting, not just Greens versus the Yellows. It appears the Yellow invasion really caused chaos and probably a lot of little wars between races or City States occurred, this would fit. As the Empire collapses and each City State is an Empire and every ruler would claim they where the rightful heirs to the world throne regardless of race. Then things settle down and everyone in Taltsetl is rebuild during Yellow occupation/rule. In fact the Whites

and Blacks have enough time on their hands to get into a philosophical

theological debate. So at this point the oceans still exist, culture has rebuilt itself, no doubt Taltsetl proper is not the only civilized land and there are probably City States that managed to split away during the Yellow invasion. Taltsetl sounds as if it is an ocean bound continent and Taltsetl is probably now just at it's original border size. However people who escaped in the chaos may have founded new City States elsewhere or Colonial Cities of the Taltsetl Empire on other landmasses would have become independent nations. More than likely elsewhere the White Civilization is on the rise. Then a Holy War happens, a Holy War led by the Black Race against the White Race, but keep in mind the Yellows still rule, so the excuse to go to arms is religion but the real reason is the Zemze want to rule their Empire and they really hate everyone else but other races would have been on the White side or the Black side because of faith. The Whites are slaughtered but no mention of the Yellows fate, but logically for the Blacks to take charge the Yellows had to have been dealt with also. So the Black and Yellow great war may have occurred during this period as well, putting the legend behind the Jetan game which is Black versus Yellow race from this time period. But Taltsetl is going through some seismic activity just when the Black Race is poised to finish their Holy War; purge the land of all those other races who believe as they do but are inferior to them (sounds like the Black Pirate modus operatus me); disaster their newly reclaimed Cities turn to rubble and maybe their volcano island really does start falling into the sea. It could happen if a dead volcano fills with water inside surrounded by water outside a section could collapse into the sea especially if you add an earthquake or two, just the collapse would cause a Tsunami that would ruin someone's day else where on Barsoom not to mention those quakes too... so the result is chaos again, everyone runs for it, most folks in Taltsetl don't get purged but probably die from all the seismic activity, water rushing in on them, buildings falling on them, no doubt some get out, but luck would have it a group of Holy Warriors; all male of course and probably getting ready to go a purgen'; just happen to be leaving when the final disaster happens thus they invade Tuma of the Aols

(Orange people land) instead. Probably they did save a few females but not

enough to give them a labor force. No Doubt the Black First Born and Issus

followers ended up living by the Thern because of the Holy War/Disaster and hid their settlement because they where so few in number following the disaster. So this disaster creates a power vacuum the Black Races either are forced to mix with other races to survive or go into hiding and rebuild with their original homeland destroyed, all other races now have homeland, they do not. The Yellow race appears to become absorbed into the Red Race and only remnant pocket areas survive. The Whites suddenly (probably because they had City States outside of Zemze homeland) take over as the next world power. Then of course the climate starts changing the seas recede, canals have to be built, and then the Greenmen come back with a vengeance… good by civilization as everyone knows it and welcome to modern Barsoom the Age of Blood Canals. Note the Orange Race is probably a Red, Yellow and White mix. The Red Race seems to be a combination of Black, Yellow and White.

If you read Aelita you will see I decided the Earthers where confused about

their history lesson as they learned Barsoomian in seven days using an

accelerated psychic method which is just bound to create confusion, so they keep confusing Taltsetl with Earth's Atlantis myths and think the Black Magatsitls came from Earth.

